Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400030019-6

;--MEMOTRANDUM FQR: o
}.Iere 'Es a Memorandum designed to meet Secretary ‘
It
aﬂi z];ecked With ' 25X1
25X1 H) (It proved more difficult to do tha.n
7 ‘ve had though’ﬂ-) , o 25X1
ik "Abbot Smith
% ~ et George Carver : 27 March 1969
: (DATE)
an

Approved For Release 2006/11/13 : CIA-RDP79R00904A001400030019-6



Approved For Retease 2006/11i13 *GIA-RDP79R00904A@84400030019-6

27 March 1969

SUBJECT: Soviet Repctions to American Public Discussion
of Btrmategic Weapons Issues

1. There is no indication thus far in Soviet public
medis of what the real resctions of the Soviet lesders are
or will be to the Jecyetary of Defense's recent statements
about developments in Soviet styategie forces. Comment on
the Anerican declsion to deploy ABM's has mminly replayed
the arzuments of U3 opponents, particularly those which
point to the high cost and probeble ineffectivensss of the
system. DBut the tanc bas been hardening; for exmmple: “The
Safegunrd system doos not bank on disarmament or sironger
peace through negotiations, but on & drive for arms with all
the dangerous consequences that it spells.” There has not
been so far any dircct coment on Becretary laird's state-
ments on Soviet capabilities and intentioms.

2, It is extrepely unlikely that we will find Soviet
public or private zources discussing these issurs in other
than vague innuendso. There ig the awkwardgess of attacking
the American AMM declsion against the background of Soviet
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claims for some yeairs that the USSR was itaelfl scquiring
ABM capabilities. oye important, it would be quite
uncharacteristic for the Soviets to enter uypon exchanges,
public or private, which disclose particulars of their own
military position. They will not confirs our estimate of
the characteristics of the 33-9, tell us how many they intent
te bulld, or whether they plan MIBV's for this or another
migsile. If they sxec not willing to cagage with the
Secretary's statements on a quite specific and technical
level, whatever notice they do take of them will not coavey
vary wuch.

3. Being so contrary to their own practice, the
disclosures of U3 imtelligesce Judgmente on Soviet weapons
systems have no doubt surprised the Soviets. But this has
bhappened so often by nov that they have probably come to
understand thet this is simply one of the mysteries of the
American politiesl process. They are unlikely to think that
there 15 any malign purpose ia the act of disclosure itself,
but will read it &s pert of the Administration's effort to
CATYY its cese in the political arema.
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b. The moet serious Juestions the Zoviet leaders will
ask thenmselves will have to do with the implications of the
stated American belief thet the USSR may be aiming to mcquire
& counterforce posture. They will be puszled and prone to
suspect same devious purpose, if only because American publie
discourse of receut years has regularly empbasized that
meither the US nor the USSR could expect to achieve a reliable
first-strike capebility,

5. Tuelr First resctios will no doubt be to suspect
that the US is making public statements sbout Soviet intentions
in this regard because it has itself the intention to achieve
& first-strike posture. The practice of accusing an opponent
of uggressive intentions one entertaing oneself is very much
in the Soviets' own style. Moreover, their knovledge of US
Plans to enlarge U3 offepsive capabilities by moderaizing
miselle systems will dispose the Soviets to this view.
Because this kiand of interpretation is so congenial to Boviet
wvays of thinking, elements in the Soviet establishment who
bave never accepted the idea that strategic weapons forces
on both sides could or should be stabilizmed, will be likely
to gain ipn influence,
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6. If this 18 so, we could expect over time to see an
acceleration of Soviet Prograns aimed at countering the
anticipated tulldip i US forces. Wis vould take some time
to manifest itself, and, or course, as vieved from the
American side would a0t be identifisble gs 8 response, gince
ve would not know what the original Soviet Program gomls
might have been.

Te Apart frcm éuch implicetions for their own programs
4
the Soviets' attitude towara Proposed talks to control the
sige of strategic forces will also be affected Mistrust ot
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Mdysntage in stretegic weapons, the talks will become much
more difficuls,
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